St. Swithun’s: Year 5/6 Curriculum Map – Autumn 2. Topic: Vikings
Major outcomes for the topic: Fairground ride model
Non Chronological report, Battle Cries

We will be basing our English around the Epic Poem of Beowulf. First we will be writing a
Non-Chronological report about Grendel. We will be explore the different features, including
presentational, and ensure children understand the purpose of these. Then we will look at
different sentence types and how they are used for different effects. Finally we will look at
how to organise our writing to ensure that there is cohesion within and across paragraphs.
After this, we will write a persuasive battle cry. This will be a motivating, inspirational
speech, written from the perspective of a hero, to encourage people to fight. Over the
course of the 3 weeks pupils will read and immerse themselves in the story of Beowulf and
will look at a range of successful speeches. They will then plan and write their own thinking
about the impact of language and clause structures. This will be drafted and edited to
create a good quality, final speech. As an outcome these will be recorded while pupils are
sharing their speeches against a green screen and later edited.

In maths, we will be consolidating our work on addition and subtraction before moving onto
multiplication and division. We will also be learning a variety of mental arithmetic strategies
to enable children to see connections and patterns in numbers in order to solve
calculations mentally. The conceptual understanding of multiplication and division will help
children in our next unit, Fractions, as they learn about equivalent fractions and how to
compare and order fractions with the same and different denominators.
Later in the term, we will be looking at 2D shapes and learning about their properties and
seeing if we can recognise them in 3D shapes. We will also be looking at properties of 3D
shapes, learning to identify them in different orientations and deconstructing the shapes to
look at their nets. Following from this, we will be consolidating the work we have done on
decimals in Autumn 1 and multiplication as we look at our measures unit of looking at
area, volume and perimeter.

During Science we will be learning that
objects fall to earth because of gravity.
We will be planning experiments which
explore air and water resistance on
objects. We will also be using our results
to set up further tests which answers
their own questions and test their own
hypothesis.

We will be learning about the
Vikings, where they came
from and why they came to
Britain. We will be
investigating Viking raids and
warfare as well as the role of
women and children. We will
be considering how
historians know about the
Vikings and start examining
archaeological and written
sources.

Exciting beginnings /
events/ theme days/
trips / visitors

In Art we will be developing our pencil
skills by exploring Viking Knot patterns.
We will be using these skills to design
our own armour and shields.

In DT we will be finishing off
designing and creating our own
fairground ride models within small
groups. We will learn to measure
and cut accurately and we will
connect pieces together using the
correct equipment. This will then be
connected to a motor and the
computer programme which will
allow the models to rotate.

We are learning continents, countries and
rivers of the world in French and revising
weather. Pupils will be able to label maps
and describe continents as well as writing a
weather forecast in the immediate future
tense.

In PE we will be rehearsing our Gym Skills so we can
perform a range of rolls and balances correctly as
well as likning them into smooth, controlled
sequences. In games we will learn the basic skills

of Netball then use this to develop our
attacking and defending tactics. Y5 will also be
having their swimming lessons.

In computing we will be
exploring physical computing
objectives. Using ‘crumble’
controllers, we will create and
debug algorithms to move
motors and create a light
sequence for our fairground
rides.

In geography we use maps to work out where
the Vikings came from and the geographical
reasons as to why they left Scandinavia. After
this we will find out where they settled and the
impact they had on the country today.

As well as learning Viking songs
we will be listening to work by
Scandinavian composers and
finding out about the influence of
folk music. The role of the
conductor will be explored as we
work on group performances.

We will be starting by learning about
Islamic prophets, the five pillars and
Muslim’s pilgrimage to Mecca as part of our
work on other faiths. We will then be
starting Advent during which we’ll learn
about John the Baptist and how he helps us
to prepare for Jesus in our life. We will then
be exploring how Christians repent, forgive
and change during Advent.

Model making
PGL
Rememberance week

Text, videos, music,
pictures to ensure
experiences of rich and
varied literary heritage

PSHE / British Values
This half term we
will be learning
about cooperation
and team work. We
will be exploring our
talents and thinking
about positive role
models in the world
around us.

